VIII
The East European Satellites
THE SUBJECT of Communism in East Europe clearly requires a whole
book in itself. As it has to be compressed into one chapter of a small book,
we must be highly selective. We shall attempt first to describe the rise of
Communist power in the four countries of the Lower Danube; then to
discuss the somewhat different circumstances of its growth in Yugoslavia
and Poland, and finally to summarize the recent attempts in Hungary and
Poland to regain freedom.
The Communist seizure of power followed certain generally similar
lines in Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia and was a
logical sequence to the destruction of German power and the complete
dominion of that region by Russia. Before the Second World War, the
Communist parties in this area, though active, were small and unimport-
ant, but during the War they gained in experience and popularity by their
leadership of the resistance movements. Towards the end of the War,
operations against the Nazis brought powerful Russian forces into these
countries and before long the U.S.S.R. exercised almost complete control
over the entire region. By this time the local Communist parties were
sufficiently well organized to profit from the backing of the U.S.S.R. The
Soviet leaders, however, who exploited to the full the failure of the demo-
cratic parties to carry out long overdue social and economic reforms, were
in no hurry. They played their cards with great skill, and their operations
fell into three phases, which have been brilliantly described by Gordon
Shepherd*.
In the first place control was exercised behind the scenes by an Inner
Communist Party ring, which was content to leave the main govern-
mental posts in the hands of non-Communists. Since Russia held the
whip hand, the gamble was a safe one.
In the second phase, coalitions were formed and Russian authority was
used to ensure that the key posts, which guaranteed the control of the
Services, were in Communist hands.
In the third phase, all the principal functions of the State and the Party
alike were shared by a small group of local Communists who could be
relied on for their subservience to Russia. Long before this time, Com-
munism as practised in Moscow had become identified with Russian
* Russia's Danubian Empire.
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